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HOLSTON ANNUAL CONFERENCE, 
‘ne Holston Conference commenced its fourth sessionin this 
place, On Thursday the Ist inst. Bishop Roberts took the chair, 
he being the only general superintendent present. The tyavelling 
preachers, in the bounds of the Conference were generally pre- 
sent; as Were also, some of our local brethren. From the promp' 
manner in which business was commenced, and has been so fai 
despatched, we presume the conference will adjourn Monday or 
Tuesday next. An account of the most important business of the 
conference, together with the stations of the preachers, shall be 

given in our next number. 

We are happy to learn from Bishop Roberts, that the confer: 
snces Which he has lately attended, are in a prosperous condition, 
Never has the Methodist Episcopal Chureh witnessed more 
signal ontpourings of the “Spirit from on high” than it has during 
the past ycar, While aged ministers are retiring from the ardu- 
ous labor of an itinerant life, others, with all the vigor and warmth 
of youth, are filling their places in the church, so that every part 
of the work is still supplied by those who,are willing to sacrifice 
every thing that earth can give, as “less than nothing,” in com- 
parison with the privilege of “doing good.” 

At the last session of the several annual conferences, delegates 
were elected to attend the General Conference, of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church” The next session of which will be held 
Pittsburgh, Pa. commencing on the Ist day of May, 1828. Tir 
delegates from this Conference will be given in our next. 
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Undef the head of revivals, in the different religious newspa- 
pers, we are truely gratified to see pleasing accounts of the glo- 
rious triumphs of the Prince of Peace. ‘Thousands of stoners 
are flocking to the standard of our heavenly King, and owning 
lim as their rightful Sovereign. ‘The various accounts are too 
numerous and lengthy for insertion. A more particular account! 
of the state of religion, in the bounds of this conference, shall ap 
pear next week. 





A DIALOGUE: 
BETWEEN A HOPKINSIAN & METHODIST. 
[Continued from Page 676. | . 
CONVERSATION VL 


“Methodist. Good morning brother, I presume you are ready 
‘o resume our examination of Mr. Gallaher’s Sermon on the fing! 
perseverance of the saints. 

H. 1 am willing to do so. 

WM. Since I saw, you, I have been looking over it, and tnd 
several more inconsistencies. You recollect Mr. Gallaher’s defi- 
nition-of Christ’s sheep; that is, one who believes what he (Christ) 
declares, and performs what he commands. This, as I observed 
in Our last conversation, was a -just characteristic of Christ’: 
sheep. Mr. G. enlarges upon the text thus: ‘They follow me. 
“Christ hath left his people an example, that they should folow 
his steps; Pet. 11, 21. And a great example it is.. In it we se 
‘“piety avithout superstition, morality without ostentation;+humil: 
ty without meanness, and fortitude without temerity; patienc: 
without apathy, and compassion without weakness; zeal withou' 
rashness, and benificence without prodigality.”—Mr. Gallaher has 
by the above quotation, expressed what is implied in “following” 
Christ in very afiFopriate words. No doubt, he who possesse- 

all the amiable virtues which he enumerates, is a follower 0! 
Christ. But just notice his following words, “This is the grea’ 
example which the believer aims to follow,” and.then he goes ou 
jo convey an idea, that the followers of Christ commit sin, an¢ 
are quite imperfect. Christ says, “‘“My sheep hear my voice anc 
follow me,” but Mr. Gallaher allows them niore latitude; he. say: 

they “aim to follow” Christ’s example! According to his latitu 
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Jinariaexplanation, as man mayor may not follow Christ, and 
yet be one of his sheep, if he “aim” to follow him. 

H. Itis true, there seems t6 be an anomaly in Mr. Galaher’s 
sermon, especially between that part in which he tests the char- 
acter of a follower of Christ, by his “obeying his commands,” 
mid that which you have just noticed, for it is certainly one thing 
‘o follow Christ, and another thing to aim only at doing so. This 
concession, however, 1s not intended to militate against the main 
question in dispute. For he who constantly aims at following 
Chrigh will not depart from his example, or if he should, Christ 

yill make suitable allowance for the imperfectionsof our nature, 

‘fs. I have as much confidence in the merciful forbearance o1 
Christ as any person; but at the same time, I cannct believe that 

will look upon sin with allowance, in a believer, sooner than 
e would in an avowed sinner, Ifa believe rj for imstance, get 
dt drunk, lie, swear, or commit adultery, Christ will not “hold him 

Itle ss,” nor will he protect him as one of his sheep. By such 
conlaes he declares himself no longer a sheep, but a “wolf,” 
without even a sheep’s “clothing.” 

H. 1 would like to hear your criticisms on Mr. Gallaher’s far 
ther remarks, under the second head of his sermon, he says. 
“The Lord pledges his word that his people shall never ‘perish 
aid on his word we may rest with absolute certainty.” 

VW. | heartily assent to the truth of the above assertion; name- 

, that those who follow Christ shall never perish. But the ques- 
ion is, can the children of God commit sin, and thereby become 
he children of the devil ?—and, having become sinners, whether 

fod will or wil not continue to treat them as saints ? ‘The prom- 
ses of God to save his faithful followers, canno more be applied 
to a men, than they can be to hypocrites, and unbelievers. 
They relate to characters: that is, tovfaithful mep, ds such; and 
not backsliders. So the mI agree with Mr. Gallaher, that the 
people of God, as such, can never perish. It is certainly strange, 
that our Calvinistie brethrenapply the divine promises indiscrim 
ately to the faithful, and the unfaithful; to apostate Sqlomon, and 


adulterous David, as well as to Daniel, Jobyelsaiah and others 


This way of explaining Scripture promises, encourages sin of 
‘he deepest die. Again, the promises of God, are to be interpre 


ted in the same way that his threatnings are. "Take for example, 


the following texts; ‘‘The soul that sineth, it shall die.” ‘He thar 
believeth not shall. be damned.” 
H. How do you explain these texts ? 


MM. In the following manner. ‘he soul that contsnwes in sin 
shal! di tle that continwes in unbelief shall be dammed. If we 
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‘io wot understand thése declaratidns in thé above conditiona: 
sense, we must believe thata soul once siiming, can never be saved 
and that a person who, at any one period of his life “believes 
not” must inevitably be damned. But by explaining them in a 
conditional sense, provision is made for the pardon of sin. And 
as this mode of explaining the divine threatnings, makes provisioi 
for the pardon of*sin, on condition of its being forsaken; so it ad 
mits a principle which grants the possibility of apostacy from hol, 
uiess, and consequent condemnation. ' 

H. 1 grant that the divine denunciations against wicked meu 
are conditional; that is, depend for their final executions upon the 
continued sin of the sinner; but, that the promises of the gospel are 
‘io be understood in the same sense, I cannot believe. 

M. I see no ground of difference, upon whieh to found an ai 
xument in favor of the infallible peftseverance of the saints. I thiak 
there is as little reason for believing the promises of the gospel te 
be absolute, as there is for asserting the denunciations of the law 
to be so. What I have said of these declarations may be appliec 
to all those adduced by Mr. Gallaher; such as, “none shia 
pluck them out of my hand,” “they shall not come into ce 
demnation,” &c. 

H. 1 find we can never agree, and we might as well close ov 
conversation. Ifthe promises of God be so uncertain as you r 
present them to be, it seems to me, that no confidence can }y 
placed in them.” 

M. 4 do not represent tle gracious promises as uncertain ,-—no 
they. are ‘yea and amen” to all those for whom they are design 
cd, to all such as constantly “believe,” and “obey,” “hear” and “do” 
thé “sayings” of Christ; but not one word of comfort can they a! 
ford those who disbelieve and disobey the words of the Divine Re- 
deemer. Of the safety of faithful men*too much cannot be said, 
but we cast “pearl before swine,” when we apply to apostates 
ihtose promises which were designed exclusiyely, for those who 
‘hold fast the beginning of their confidence with steadfastness un 
io the end.”.» What Mr. Gallaher has said about the certainty 0: 
a believer’s salvation, because Christ prays for him, is answered 
in a series Of Strictures on Mr. Eagleton’s Sermon, as are most 0! 
his subsequent remarks. ; 

H. For the present, I would like to have some time to examin‘ 
the remaining part of Mr. Gallaher’s Sermon, and his done, I shal 
be willing to converse farther on the subject. To-morrow eve 
ning Ishal) be happay to continue our conversation, 

“4 1am willing to do so: 

(T'o be contenued.\ 
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FROM THE ANTIDOTE: 





of God revealed. Romans i, 16, 17. 








of the Church. 







even when ever so well convinced. 















know our duty and dare-to perform it. 













vf righteousness and of glory ? 





iohteausness of God revealed 





Paul, therefore, when honestly convinced, 
or set of men, to countenance or cheer him in throwing off hi. 
old opinions, and taking up, and boldly advancing his new ones 
The cry of Apostate, from his former companions, the frowns ot 
power, and the fetters imposed by tyrants, were alike indifferen‘ 
and destitute of terror to him, who had been awakened by a light 
ind a voice from heaven to the truth as it isan Jesus. 
that he had seen the light of God’s countenance, and. had heard 
His voice; to what mortal powers should he basely yield ? wha’ 
mortal arm should he tamely suffer to cheek him in bis aew career 


THE LAY PREACHER.—No. X. 
1 am not ashamed of the gospel; for therein is the righteousness 






- One of the principal causes which retarded the progress ot 
Christianity, was uudoubtedly that deference to the enemies of 
the faith, and to the men of the world, which its professors 
jound it difficult to ovércome then, as they have since in all ages 


Paul, perhaps, more than any other man of bis time, felt the 
iorce of this disposition of the human mind to be fearful of taking 
a bold and manly stand, in the cause of truth and righteousness, 


Ife had been among the scorners of the faith, and the persecu- 
tors of the faithful. He had been in the habit of looking upon 
the gospel as a chimera, and uport its followers as so many fanatics 
or visionaries. He had, too, we presume, been on an intimate 
wooting, being a man of rare talents and no small share of learn- 
ing, With men of high standing in society, if not in the govern 
ment; and he found it without doubt an unpleasant situation to be 
placed in, when his conscience satisfied him, that it was, his duty 
‘oadopt and maintain that religion which he had so longreviled, & 
which they still continued to revile. ‘T’o break off from old friends 
and connexions, with whom we have long associated, thought, and 
ited, or to surrender one’s ; judgment and convietions, is. at all 
‘imes a painful alternative to a man of good feeling; but im our in 
‘ercourse with the world we are often brought into this dilemma, 
especially if it be our destiny to take an active part in the con 
cerns of society. In such cases, as we cannot help acting, it be 
comes us to act promptly, and to convince the world that we 


yaited for no man 


Satistied 


! am not ashamed, said he, of the gospel; for therein is the 
My old friem#s may forsake mr> 
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ny nearest and dearest connexions may reluse to go with me; nay. 
may become my persecutors and revilers; my own household may 
become as serpents in my bosom, to sting me; my enemies may 
take advantage of my words to turn against me in the arm ¢ 
power; tyrants may impose their chains and their fetters, and the 
dungeon, the rack, the torture, and the gibbet may all be my po: 
tion; the fire of the faggot may consume may flesh, and my bone; 
find no kindred or congenial hand to bury them: But in thee, ( 
blessed Redeemer, will I put my trust, and of thy gospel will | 
not be ashamed ! 

Such, fellow-soldiers of the cross, is the spirit in which we 
must ever meet the enemies of our faith, if we would triumph 
over them, and retain an interest in the blood of our Redeemer, 
which was shed to wasli away our sins, and reclaim us, as brand 
snatched from the burning. ° 

The rich, the powerful, the gay, and theluxurious; the pom. 
pous, the proud, and the vain; these are now, as they ever wer 
the stumbling blocks in the way of those - who would seek the 
wisdom “whose ways are ways of pleasantness, and all whos 
paths are peace,” who would embrace that gospel in which tl 
righteousness of God is revealed; and would reach by means of i 
that mansion which is not made with hands, and whose builder ; 
God. 

But to every one who is disposed to enquire sincerely after tl: 
truth, we recommend seriously to study the character of Pau! 
Peter trembled, and denied his master; Judas betrayed him wit! 
a kiss: But Paul never faltered, never trembled, never doubted 
the truth after he had received it, and would have been the las’ 
man on earth to have betrayed the cause, on the success of whic! 
jie liad bravely staked his temporal honours and prosperity, an’ 
ov which he rested his hopes of immortality. 

Whenever, therefore, any one of the sons of worldly prosper: 
ty and fame, feels within himself a disposition to seek Christ, and 
lim crucified; to throw off the shackles of the world; to bid deii 
ance to the fashions of the day; to forsake the walks of pleasure, 
and of dissipation, for those of reflection and sobriety; the ways 0! 
folly‘and vice, for those of wisdom and of virtue: Whenever, we 
say, people of this description, whether young or old, male or fe- 
male, feel themselves awakened by the monitor within, to review 
their past lives seriously, and seek to be born anew of the spirit 
of God, who has said—seck and ye shall find, let them, if they 
would arm themselves with the fortitude and the perseverance, ne 
cessary forsuch a struggle, study the character of Paul, and makc 
it frequently the theme of their meditations, and the mode! to be 
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mitated. ‘hus armed, they need not mind the sneers oi thew 








my worldly associates, the companions of their former haunts of plea 

ma sure and dissipation, or of vice and folly. They will, soon find, 

uy that the pleasure of doing good, and the consciousness of serving 
ap God, as well as their fellow- creatures, by such a course, will far 
the outweigh all the idle pleasures and vanities of the world, which 
- they have forsaken; and will bear them triumphantly at last, 
3 » = through the severest of all trials, to the bosom of their father and 





3 their God. 
: If to see the aged, who have tried in vain to find peace in the 
| vanities of the world, turn to this career of religion and of virtue, 
| be pleasing in the sight of God, as it is in that of good men; how 
much more so must it be to behold youth refusing to taste of those 
vain enjoyments; and turning, whilst yet in possession 0! 
thetr vigour; to the w alks of wisdom, and the temples of the Lord 
To such we may safely hold out the promise of a long life of use 
fulness, an old age crowned with honours, gray hairs acc ompa- 
nied with wisdom, a death-bed smoothed by the hand of affection, 
and enlivened by the hopes of meeting and mingling in a far mors 
"exalted and eterrial state of existence, with saints and angels- 
the redeemed of God, and “the spirits of just men made perfect,’ 
5 FROM ZION’S HERALD 
PASTIME, NO. IX 
‘ve seen, at morn, a Stainlesssky, 
A heaven as blue as beauty’s eye; 
But, long ere noon, destruction’s form 
Was riding on the whirlwind storm. 





We 
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“Pve seen the bark, with snowy sail, 
Ride proudly on the swelling gale, 

Pve turn’d again; the mountain wave 
Was wreathing o’er her coral grave 







“Een such is life—and time will show 
Its glittering shades of joy and wo; 

And though its smiles are bright to-day, 
To-morrow sees them fade away.” 







A certain acquaintance with this world, or a knowledge of the 
circumstances in which we are placed in our present state of exis- 
tence, is indispensably necessary fot our happiness and comfort 
Many suppose, that in order to enjoy even a small degree of hap- 
viness they must be taken out of the world; others se ck no other 






396 


happiness than whatethey suppose. may be derived trom this 
world. In one point of view, we. may expect less from this 
world than.we shall unavoidably meet with in our passage through 
it. We should remember, that this world yet remains under the 
curse Of an offended God. We are in a sinful and depraved con- 
dition, Mankind, of all God’s creatures, have the least to expect 
trom his mevey; and. in the whole course of our pilgrimage, we 
may not enumerate a thousandth part of the miseries to which we 
are exposed. Evils of every description are strewed in the path 
through twhich we have to go—lpsses—sickness—disappoint- 
ments—fears and deaths—-with ten thousand other evils untold 
and unthought of, till they overwhelm the man who has vainly 
placed his hopes on this world. . We should expect, to meet with 
some disagreeable events in-our journey through this world, and 
by this means prepare ourselves, in. a measure, to rise above its 
vicissitudes. We are not now speaking of those evils which may 
needlessly and unprudently bring on themselves;but of those mis. 
fortunes which are unavoidable, and incidental to human life.— 
The journey of life is full of these—and we might as well think 
of living without breath, as to flatter ourselves with the idea, tha 
we shall find our passage to eternity without them. 

In another point of light, we may expect more from this world 
thar it can possibly afford us; for there is an “‘aching void” in the 
mind “the world can never fi1J.” Tt is as. natural for man to desir: 
happiness or something to satisfy the mind, as it is to. breathe.— 
tie comes upon the stage of action surrounded. with sensual en 
joyments, and it is to these he looks first for happiness. Thus lx 
seeks the lying among the dead; and like the bee humming on 
{rom flower to flower, he turns from one object to another, and 
still he is, disappointed. From these repeated illusions he at las 
‘oncludes, that happiness is not. to be found in any one earthly ob- 
ject alone, but to be happy; he must possess the whole or morc 
iran any one else. Hence, if he be a pogr man his conclusion at 
once is, that he must be rich im order to be happy; and if he be 
already rioh he cannot enjoy what he has, until he has obtained 
more. So there is no situation in life, in which the world can 
rmacet and satisfy the expectations of aman, if he look for any thing 
more or less than sorrows and disappointments. 

‘Those who place the most dependence on this world are the 
most miserable in it; because when they expect happiness from 
the world it invariably disappoints them; ‘and their disappoint- 
iments are in proportion to its insufficiency to meet their expecta- 
tions. ‘Those then, who look for the mest happiness from this 
world receive the least; those who expect none from it, are the 
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best prepared to meet its changes with fortitude, because they 
have God for their portion, and have made choice of an enjoyment 
which shall endure when the heavens and earth shall have passed 
way. Hence, we need not wonder, when we see persons over- 
whelmed with affliction, who have placed their hopes of happi- 
ness on any thing short of Deity. It is right that they. should be 
disappointed—they are idolators—they place the transitory ob- 
jects of sense before them on which they set their affections, in- 
stead of God. Reader, if you look to this world for permanent 
telicity, you expect that from it which it cannot give—if you 
trust in your Creator and expect to meet with some things which 
are-not so agreeable in your earthly pilgrimage you will be pre- 
pared to triumph over them while they shall work out for you a 
far more exceeding and eternal w eight of glory. 

View this world in its proper light, and ygu will rather consid. 
er it as. a vestibule to another state of existence, where joys and 
sorrows are mixed and in which you are to prepare for a felicity 
which is perfect in its kind and eternal in its duration. 

September 12, 1827. 


—- Rh - e-  ee 


FROM ZION’S HERALD 
THE SYNOD OF DORT. 

This famous council of clergy from the States of Holland, to- 
gether with twenty-eight foreign divines, began to meet at Dort 
on the 13th November, 1618, and continued in session neat ly six 
months. ‘Those who favored the doctrines of Arminius, a profes- 
sor_of divinity in the University at Leyden, entertaiming fears that 
they should be oppressed by the followers of Calvin, who were 
lar more numerous, presented a remonstrance to the States ot 
Holland, and thus they obtained the name of Remonstrants. 

The doctrine which they opposed was this: “I. God has_or- 
dained by an eternal and irrevocable decree, that certain men 
(without considering their works) should be saved, and that the 
others, whose number i is much greater, should be damned without 
any regard to their faith or works. 11. Or thus: God has con. 
sidered mankind, as being fallen in Adam, he has decreed to save 
certain men by an effect of his mercy, and to leave the others 
inder the curse, as so many examples of justice, without any re. 
vard to their faith or unbelief. 'T'o this end God uses means, by 
virtue whereof the elect are necessarily saved, and the re probate 
necessarily damned. III. Consequently Christ, the Saviour of 
‘the world, did not die for all men, but only for the elect. LY. 
From whence it follows, that the Spirit of God and C re works 
inon the eleét.with an irresistible force. to make them “helieye. 
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yud to sive tient; aud that a necessary and suflicient grace is no 
given to the reprobate. V. That those, who have once re. 
ceived true faith, can never lose it wholly, bow great soever their 
ins may be.” 

Their own doctrine was, “I. God from all eternity has elected 
iv eternal life those, who believe in Christ, and continue in faith 
and obedience; and on the contrary, he resolved to reject unbe. 
tievers and impenitent sinners. II. Consequently, Jesus Christ, 
the Saviour of the world, died for all men, so that he has obtained 
by his death their reconciliation, and the forgiveness of their sins; 
but in such a manner, that none but the faithful actually enjoy 
those benefits. III. Man cannot acquire saving faith himself, or 
by the strength of his free will; but he wants for that purpose the 
grace of God through Jesus Christ, IV. Grace is the cause of 
the beginning, progress, and completion of man’s salvation; so 
that no body can believe or persevere in the faith, without thai 
co-operating grace, and consequently all good works are to li 
ascribed to the grace of God in Jesus Christ; but that grace is no! 
irresistible. V. The faithful have a sufficient strength, throug) 
the divine grace, to oppose Satan, the. world, the flesh, and to 
overcome them. But those who-have a true faith, may neve: 
theless fall by their own fault, and lose faith wholly and for ever. 

In 1617, the King of Great Britain proposed to the States 
General of the United Provinces, to call a national synod to sett 
the disputes between the Reformed and the Remonstrants. Thi 
plan was adopted, and when the synod had assembled there were 
iound to be 5 professors, 56 ministers, and 20 elders from the 
United Provinces, and only 28 foreign divines from Englané, 
Scotland, Switzerland, and Geneva, so that in every act of the 
synod the clergy of the United Provinces were sure to carry 
their measures whatever they might be, There is no council to 
be found in the records of Church history, whose doings are mor 
regularly recorded and better preserved than this;—conséquently 
every movement of this ecclesiastical body can or may be review 
ed by dispassionate minds, and their proceedings ivestigated. 
day by day, in due form. Yet nearly all that the student in Churc’, 
history can leara from»these minute records, is that it is a most 
wretched thing for church and state to be bound together in onc 
unhallowed bundle. 

The language used by this synod was the Latin—in which the) 
are imitated, as far as a few trite phrases enable, by a learne. 
Doctor in the city of New York, who boasts his lineage from the 
same synod. Thirteen ministers or professors of the Remon. 
strants «were arraigned before them: and, after béing called bs 
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the moderators of the synod, “Reverend, famous and excellent 
brethren in Jesus Christ,” they were tric d, and their doctrines 
combatted month after month. The discussion of differences in 
octrines grew so warm between the Dutch majority in the synod 
md the Remonstrants that the quarrel rapidly approached a cr 

sis: The moderator of the synod inhis great zeal often spoke bad 

latin, which should be a warning to all dabblers in that mysterious 
language. He, however, made himself understood to the follow 

ng effect about the middle of January : 

“You do not deserve that the synod should keep any longe: 
correspondence with you. Wherefore they dismiss you; and 
when they desire youshould appear again, they will give you no 
tice of it. You must also know, that since your obstinac y has 

appeared by opposing the resolutions of the synod, care will be 
take n to acquaint all Christendom with it; and you will see that 
the church does not want spiritual arms to punish you. A just 
censure shall be inflicted upon you; and the synod will show the 
equity of it in all Christian countries. I dismiss you therefor 
in the name of the lords commissioners of this synod. Begone.” 

The Remonstrants rose, and went out of the assembly. Epis- 
copius said, as, he went, “Let God judge between the synod 
and us, concerning the craft, the deceits, and the lies laid to our 
charge.” 

The synod then employed their time in stormy discussions of 
various articles of faith, returning occasionally to the case of the 
Remonstrants, who were confined like prisoners, to the limits ol 
the city. On the 24th of April, the moderator presented the sen- 
tence against all who rejected the doctrine of the synod. 

‘It imported that the Remonstrants were ‘‘introducets of nov 
elties; disturbers of their country, and of the churches of the Uni- 
ted Provinces; obstinate and disobedient; favorers of factions, and 
preachers of erroneous doctrines: guilty and convicted of corrupt- 
ing religion, forming a schism, destroying the unity of the church, 
and occasioning a horrid scandal.” For these causes, the synod 
condemned them to be deprived of all ecclesiastical and academi 
eal functions. 

All the English declared, that, as the Remonstrants were ii 
habitants of the United Provinces, they would pass no sentence 
uponthe subjects of another state. All the other foreign divines. 
except those of Geneva and Embden, were of the same mind.” 

After this sentence, with a slight modification of its language, 
was read to the Remonstratts—Episcopius answered the com- 
missioners in the following manner. ‘Is this all my lords. Well! 

we bless God and our Savionr Jesus Christ, that he has connted 












7OU 


us Worthy to sutler tis reproach for lus sake. We know that i. 
have acted with al conscienee, “and are not guilty of th 
crimes laid to our charge. We are very glad to know by whom 
aid for what we are condemned. We are*condemned by our 
professed enemies, as you know very well. We are condemned 
for having constantly maintained, by word, of mouth, & in Writing. 
the doc trine agrecable to piety, ‘and for Opposing some opinions 
which we believe. to be prejudicial to holiness. We have donc 
our duty. *Pis enough for us that we have set the candle upon 
the candlestick, in the presence of your lordships and the synod. 
if you have not received the light, “tis not our fault. You must a 
the last day give an account of the reasons for which you have 
treated us in that manner; and we wish, that in that day you I 
not dealt with as we have been. In a word, we appeal to th: 
great Judge who will try the living and the dead, whose judgmen’ 
will be just, and before whom we, the synod, and your lordshi) 
are all to appear. As for what concerns the order not to leav: 
the town, we will consult about it God and our conscience, and 
we shall act in this respect, as we think our duty requires.” 

The preceding facts are collected from “Brandt’s History o' 
the Reformation in the Low Countries,” as quoted in the Metho 
dist Magazine, not with any design to awaken the slumbering 
spirit or controversy, but rather as a historical sketch of the pro- 
ceedings ofa synod about which good men have differed much.— 
We have no doubt but that the great reformers, Calvin, Luther, 
& Arminius, acted conscientiously according to the light they had, 
and we believe they possessed so much piety that could they 
lave foreseen how the church in after years would marshal its di 
visions under their names, and wage war upon each other thes 
would have besought the Lord to blot out their anworth 
names, not from the Lamb’s book of life, but from the memor) 
ft men. 

Excellent rules for promoting harmony among Church Member: 

1. ‘To remember that we are all subject to failings and infirm: 
‘ies, of one kind or another... 

2. To bear with, and not magnify each other’s infirmities. 
Galery: 1. 

To pray one for another in our social meetings, and particu- 
ally in private —James v, 16. 

4. To avoid going from house to house, for the purpose of hear 
ing news, and interfering with otherepeople’s business. 

5. Always to turn a deaf ear to any slanderous report, and to 
i no charge brought against any person, until well founded. 
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&. If a meniber be in dault,to tell him of it in private, before 
‘5; mentioned to others. 

7. To watch againstija shyness of each other, and put the best 
‘onstraction On any action that has the appearance of opposition 
er resentment. 

8. To.observe the just rule of Solomon, that is, to leave off conr- 
(ention before it be. meddled with.—Prov. xvii, U4. 

9. If amember has offended, to consider how glorious, how 
rodlike it is to forgive, and how uilike a Christian itis to revenge. 

-Ephesians iv, 2. | 

10. To remember, that-it is always a grand artifice of the devil 
10 promote distance and animosity among members of churches, 
and we should therefore watch against every thiag that furthers 
his end, 

11. To consider how much more good we can do in the work 
it large, and in the church in particular, when we are all unite 
in love, than we could do when acting alone, and indulging a con 
trary spirit. 

12. Lastly, to consider the express injunction of Scripture, and 
the beautiful example of Christ, as to these important things.— 
Eph. iv, 32. 1 Pet. n, 21. John xiii, 5, 35. 
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AN EXTRACT. 
All our success is entirely from the agency af Heaven. And 
here, perhaps, the preacher may be allowed to enlarge, becaus« 
there is much that comes home to his own feelings. He remem 
bers to have ‘been told, ‘‘My son, beware of the bribe of talent : 
\his was understood—Beware of the bribe of applause,” and thi 
was understood. But then there was another caution, which wa 
a secret-—“Beware of the bribe of usefulness;” this could not be 
understood, For we often find Satan with us before we are aware 
Weare apt to say ‘My success! My usefulness!” and so Satan 
overcomes us, Now, the gospel goes to destroy’ this tendency 
[tsays, “Not by might, nop by power, but by my sprit, saith the 
Lord of Hosts.” It says, “Exeept a man have the Spirit ot 
Christ, he is none of his.’—“So then neither is he that planteth 
any thing, neither he that watereth; but God that giveth the in 
crease.” Whenever, therefore, suecess attends our exertions. 
when sinners are saved—when the people of God are established 
—whenever good is done, let us bring all our congratulations int 
tre presence of God, and say, 
‘Tis thine own work, Almighty © 


And take thyself the praise.’ 
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And let-us now say, as we hope to say at the last, “Blessing, 
and honor, and glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth upon 
the throne, and tothe Lamb for ever and ever !” 

Remarkable Description of» St. Paul’s person.—How little 
stre > 13 to be laid.on external appearance ! This prince of apos- 

.°- seems to hint, concerning himself, that his bodily presence 
was not calculated to command respect at first sight : 2 Cor. x, 10. 
St. Chrysostom terms him, “alittle man, about three cubits (or 
four feet and a half-in height.” 

Lucian, or whoever is the author of the Pillopatris, is suppos- 
ed to have had St. Paui in view, where he introduces*“‘Galilam” 
(for so the Christians were contemptuously styled;) “rather bald- 
headed, with an aquiline nose, who travelled through the air into 
the third heavens.” 

But, of all other writers, Neciphorus Callistus, has given us thi 
most circumstantial account of St. Paul’s person: “St. Paul was 
small of stature, stooping, and rather inclinable to crookedness 
pale faced, of an eldry look, bald on the head. His eyes lively, 
keen, and cheerful; shaded, in part, by his eyebrows, which hung 
a little over. His nose rather long, and not ungracefully bent 
His head, pretty thick of hair, and ofa sufficient length, and, lik 
his locks, interspersed with gray.” — Witsius. 


A Thought for the thoughiless.—It was aflectingly said by Wai- 
singham, Prime Minister to England’s boasted Queen, when 
rallied by those around upon his habitual seriousness, “Ah ! my 
‘riends, while we laugh, all things’are serious around about us 
God is serious, who exerciseth such patience towards us. Chris’ 
is serious, who shed his blood for us. The Holy Ghost is seri 
ous, who striveth against the obstinacy 6f our hearts.. The Sa 
cred Scriptures bring to our ears the most serious, and importan' 
things. The Holy Sacraments*represent to us the most serious 
and awful maiters. The whole creation is serious in serving God 
and us. All that are in heavenand in hell are serious. How 
then can man, thathath one foot in the grave, live in jest, and 


thoughtless levity !” 


In the evening, 1 stepped into St. Sepulchre’s Snowhill. Dr. 
Rudge, a preacher of some note in the metropolis, is evening lec- 
ture here; and we-had a sermon from him in behalf of a parochi- 
al charity, by which fifty-one poor boys of the parish are support- 
ed andeducated. He took occasion to remark, that his official 
situation, (as chaplain to Newgate) often led him to hear the con- 
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sessions Of maletactors, under sentence of death; and that i ai- 
most every instance, they ascribed their ruin to their desertion of 
the house of God, and the. violation of the day of rest —Eng. Jag 


DO SOMETHING. 

I have Often had occasion to observe, that a,avarm, blundering 
man does more for the world, than a frigid wise man. A man 
who gets into the habit of inquiring about propricties, and expe 
diencies, and oecasions, often spends his life without doing any 
‘hing to purpose.—The: state of the world is such, and so much 
depends on action, that every thing seems to say loudly to every 
man, ‘*Do something—Do it—Do it.”——Ceei!. 


——_— 




































EXTRACT. 

Continual prosperity hardens the heart, as continual sunshine 
does. the earth, but when the one is softened by the tears of sor 
vow, and the other by genial showers, they yield those fruits 
which the necessities of man require. Goodness is twice blessed. 
in What it gives and what it receives. The peace or comfort w 
impart to others is restored to our own bosoms, by the satisfac 
tion of an approving conscience, as the vapours whieh ascend 
through the.day, fall-back at night refreshing dews upon , the 
earth. 
















Jl useful hint to young men.—For your own comfort, for you 
iriend’s solace, for the sake of your eventual] prosperity, cultivat: 
a strict and manly habit of economy. It is impossible to raise a 
good character without it. And this one single article, econom) 
connected with moderate talent, will recommend you to all from 
whom you may wish confidence or expect remuneration,—Assis 
tance, should you need it; will not be withheld, if it is known you 
care of personal expense is correct. 

















Silence is often the best refutation of calumny. One of the ven 
erable worthies of Connecticut, who had for a long time been 
slandered in the petty newspape rsof the day, was at le ngth trged 
by some of his friends to: write in his own defen e; he replied, 
that the representations were sufficiently-false and vile ; but thathe 
had no notion of attempting to wash himself i in a mud puddle. 
Evi AND Goop.—Evil for evil is bestrail; good for good 

human; evil for good is diabolical; but good for evil is divine 
Hall 
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POETRY. 


ON JOINING TI THE CHURCH OF CHRIST, 
Witness ye men and angels now, 
Before the Lord we speak; 
To Him we make our solemn'vow, > 
A vow we dare not break—* hi 











That long as life itself shall last, 
Ourselves to Clirist we yield ; 
Nor from his cause we will depart, 
Or ever quit the field. 


We must not in our native strength), 
But in his grace rely,— 

That with returning wants the Lord, 
Will all our need supply. 


© guide our doubtful feet aright, 
And keep us in thy ways; 

And while we turn our views to prayers, 
Turn thou our prayers to praise. 





HEAVENLY ROSES. 
They who celestial roses cull, 
Of deathless scent and fadeless bloom 
First travell’d thro’ the briers of eatfth, 
And entered heaven by the tomb. 


Rejoice, then, pilgrims of the skies, ° 
Your lot can ne’er be worse than theirs, 
Soon will the pearly gates unfold, 
Receive your soul vues your cares, 


Within their precificts becuse the rose; 
And blooms without a single thorn, 
Smooth is the path they now pursue, 
Who’ve passed torre get to endless morn, 
“London, Gon. 5 os 
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